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marched by Donard to Holywood. We saw no enemy. The villages, everywhere burned, were a melancholy spectacle. As we approached Holywood some people were observed on foot and horseback, some as if they were reconnoitring us, others scattered and running up the hills. I halted the column and sent out parties to observe and feel if there was an enemy. I believe they were the inhabitants of the neighbourhood, frightened and running from the soldiers. I took my post in Lord Tyrone's park, which ^afforded a good position. The house was small, very neatly furnished, and had escaped destruction. I immediately placed a guard upon it, with orders to admit neither officers or men into it. I made use of one room for myself to eat and write in, but I slept at the bivouac with the troops. An old housekeeper told me that the rebels had left one cellar untouched, and that I might have wine. I refused it, though I had none, and contented myself with drinking water out of his lordship's Burgundy glasses. I paid for the milk, &c., which was furnished to me. In this army the tendency to pillage is so great, and I set my face so much against it, that I find it necessary to be extremely circumspect. Altogether, I had more enjoyment from the water than I could have had from the best wine. In spite, however, of every effort, the moment the men were allowed to pile their arms they began plundering all round, until the exasperated inhabitants took arms and killed three of them. I took advantage of this to make them fancy the enemy was close to us, and by this means contrived to keep them within the limits of the camp; but the conduct of the Militia in this respect is dreadful. The composition of the officers is so bad, that I see it will be impossible ever to make soldiers of them. Next morning I took a strong detachment out to search the woods of Lord Miltown's park on the road to Blessington. Whilst engaged in this operation I received an express from General Lake directing me to join him immediately, and to order the troops to follow. I sent back my detachment, and went on to Blessington with the dragoons who brought me the letter. General